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Abstract 
In this paper, the writer reflected on the poor state of physical resources in the 
public and private schools. Infrastructural facilities are necessary 
components of qualitative education. When such resources are not available or 
inadequate, Ihey have negative impact on the educational system and can 
deprive the nation of quality assurance. Accordingly, a number of 
suggestions where made which if implemented, will help in achieving the 
aims and goals of primary education. The paper believes that government 
should play conspicuous role of setting the pace by making public schools 
model of emulation for their private enterprise. 

Introduction 
Infrastructural   facilities   in   accordance^ to   Osahon   (1994),   description   

included   sc; buildings (classrooms, laboratories, workshops, teachers' common/offices, toilet, 
restrooms, rooms, etc), equipment (desks, chairs, blackboard, cupboards, shelves, teaching aids, 
typewii duplicating/photocopying machines,' computers etc.) school record books, library books 
etc. above is quite embracing. Castaldi (1997), succinctly put it this way: education facilities are 
things of education which enable a skillful teacher to achieve a level of instructional effectivenes? far 
exceeds what is possible when they are not provided. The above shows the importance of pr;- = 
facilities. Every educational facility should be designed to stimulate, support and strengthen tea; 
and learning process. The availability of desks, seats, chalkboards, teaching aids and cupb 
contributes to effective learning in the school (Olutola, 1982). 

A well designed functional school building with a wide array of teaching aids theref: 
provides for effective delivery of the schools' curriculum and is positively related to acadeM 
achievements. (Adaralegba 1972, Bloom 1978, Ezewu 1983). Poor and inadequate facilities suck 
building, supplies and equipment contribute to poor quality in the educational system. Studies 
confirmed that a positive relationship exist between adequate instructional materials and perforr in 
schools. Against this background, this paper draws attention to the poor infrastructural situatic: our 
public and private schools, and what should be done to address the issue. 

Reflection: Past and Present 
Nwogu (1978), observed that lack of fund has made primary schools to be under equi and 

also made building and facilities in Nigeria to be constructed without enough consideration the 
comfort of pupils and teachers who use them. Many of the buildings are poorly ventilatec   i; are 
inadequately l i t  and even where the occupants are expected to depend completely on nai 
lightening, the roof hang low and make the inside dim and gloomy. Pupils in some schools d: have 
chairs and desks to use while their teachers have no chairs and tables. Some classrooms have walls as 
their blackboard. The private schools are not left out of this. 

Adesina (1982), also confirmed acute shortage of equipment and facilities in the publi; 
private primary schools. Where they exist, they are very old and obsolete. He observed that. 23 
from the dangers to which pupils are exposed when the school plant is deplorable, there is also fact 
that a deplorable school environment offers little or no stimulus to learning. 

In consonance to the issue of poor physical facilities, Whawho (1995), also observed 
government owned primary schools do not have adequate infrastructural and capital equipment 
-compared to private schools. Maybe, this could account for the high patronage of private school? 
those who can afford it. It must be noted here that when these facilities are not provided or grc-a 
inadequate, this situation affects the functions of the school heads and also affects the pupils. I 
instance, as primary school pupils are taught Home Economics, there should be an office or labors:! 
specially designed and equipped for that subject if pupils are to have solid foundation in that sur^ 
area. 

 
 
 



 

The Council of Educational Facility Planners International is of the opinion that the 
furniture and equipment in a school either allow or restrict realization of educational objectives 
since they influence the atmosphere of the school and the quality of school and Educational 
experiences of the users. Enueme (2002), opined that inadequate classroom spaces, furniture, teaching 
methodologies are major contributors for the poor quality of learning at this level. It is also observed 
that most primary schools have no library. The few available libraries are in bad shape. The state of 
most of them in our nation is appalling. How can we discuss quality issue in the school without a 
resource centre such as the library?. The library is a depository of information that can be consulted 
in order to expand upon and enrich the work of individuals and bodies (Qaudri, 1993). A 
qualitative primary education requires nothing less than a functional school library. Baird (1994), 
in consonant with the above declared that a functional school library is useful in literary work from 
the earliest stage because it encourages good reading habits to be formed when children are young. 

Among physical facilities requires in private and public schools are textbooks and writing 
materials. These however are in short supply both for teachers and pupils. The National Situation and 
Policy Analysis (SAPA) survey conducted under the auspices of UNICEF and Federal Government 
in 1992 showed that, 72% of primary pupils had no textbooks while 36% had no writing materials. 
Equipment for science, agricultural science, arts and crafts were lacking in the majority of the schools. 
A visit to public primary schools in Delta State will convince any 'doubting Thomas' of the above 
discovery. Few private schools with majority of their pupils from the high socio-economic status 
could be exempted from this situation. 

In another development, Urevbu (2005), asserted that the physical environment of many 
private and public primary schools in Nigeria presents a sorry sight with dilapidated buildings, dingy 
classrooms devoid of seats and writing tables and dirty and non functional or no toilets. To say the 
least, the physical environment of such primary schools is not conducive for learning. It must be 
emphasized that facilities and good learning environment assist in the transformation process in 
the three major need areas of the cognitive, affective and psychomotor domains. Osahon (1998), 
observed that educational facilities are needed to develop cognitive areas of knowledge; abilities 
and skills that are necessary pre-requisites for academic achievement. Facilities are also required to 
build affection, values, commitment, and positive emotional and social - interactional sensitivity in 
learners. In addition, education facilities are needed in the school to assist the school:in developing the 
hands and muscle of learners. 

No wonder then, Governor James Ibori of Delta State declared that the government vision for 
education is to create a secure and well - equipped learning environment which captures the best of 
our yesterday, rebuilds our today and takes advantage of new technologies for delivering a better 
tomorrow to all our children. Continuing, he revealed that the strategy for achieving the above is to re-
build the schools, secure the learning environment, train, re-train and motivate the teachers and 
support staff, and provide the required aids, including science equipment, computers and other 
facilities. (Ibori, 2002). The above declaration just like the National'Policy on Education is very 
laudable. Though in fairness to Delta State, scanty renovations here and there were carried out in 
government schools. However, the rate is slow, half bread they say, is better than none. Nevertheless, 
the private schools still remain the way they were from the on - set, apart from the very few ones that 
appreciate the need for physical facilities. 

The recent closure of some private schools in Delta State by government is a welcome one, 
but the development left many questions un-answered. What happens to government schools that 
are of worst shape than private schools? Can they be closed down? Is it an issue of one nation, 
different standards? Would it not be more rational to set the pace with government schools so that 
others can follow? The point being raised here is that government cannot run away from their 
responsibility. The proliferation of private primary schools in the nation today is mostly due to lack 
of concentration by government on public schools. Some of the private schools would have closed 
down naturally if all were well with government institutions. In the 1970s, the private schools were 
not thought or heard of. Many professors today went through the popular government schools 
then. Government must therefore wake up to their responsibility through proper funding. 

It must be mentioned here that pupils in private and public primary schools are introduced to 
computer science without a single computer in their schools and where they exists, they are either 
locked up or meant for only few privileged staff. Azeke (2002), stipulated that computers when  

 



utilized in instruction, enhance pupils' learning, increase motivation, improve attendance and in 
positive attitude change. 

Another well- neglected area of physical facilities is in the aspect of sport ground for physical 
education. The worst hit is the private primary schools. The best in such schools is for pupils to around the foot 
- path or go to the nearest schools for sporting activities. Gowon, (2005: 10), recently confirmed the issue of poor 
physical and human facilities when he asserted that most of the schools (primary schools) suffer from the problem 
of limited infrastructure, unmotivated teachers and pup with a resultant less than average performance and 
efficiency. 

In order to have a solid foundation at the primary level, there is need to put heads together look for a 
way forward. 

Measures for Improvement  
The critical significance- of primary education with respect to the entire education system makes 

it 'the key to the success or failure of the whole system" (FRN 2001:14). In the area infrastructural facilities, 
the 1981 edition of the national policy on education has it that: Government will ensure that all schools are properly 
equipped to promote sound and effective teaching, and in particular, that suitable textbooks and libraries are provided for 
schools (f RN, 1981:13). 

This promise as far as primary sector is concerned, is yet to be fulfilled. Worst still, this portico 
nowhere to be found in the 41'1 edition - 2004. The question now is, where do we go from here? 

1. It must be emphasized that the society as a whole has a large stake in the construction 
schools buildings, in the preservation of schools facilities and in the promotion of maximal operating efficiency 
and maintenance of such facilities. 

2. At the primary school level, the head - teachers should ensure that all school facilities a 
designed and arranged to suit the school objectives. The school premises must be kept as 
always. The school administrator must make proper arrangement for planting of flow; 
sweeping of classrooms and paths in the school compound. The buildings and equipment 
have to be kept safe all the lime. Any damaged part of a building has to be repaired. It must 
noted that school plant (if any) should exist to facilitate the instructional programme. 

3. Primary education should be effectively overhauled in terms of funding and facilities to ns 
it relevant to the changing situation in the new millennium. 

4. Pupils at this foundational level should be made to realize that learning is discover} 
knowledge and not merely relying on facts. Therefore, the learning environment must 
constructed to be more active and interactive. 

5. Inspectors who move round for supervisory duties must show interest concerning physical 
facilities in the schools. They should help to mount pressure on appropriate authorities 
provision of facilities, repair and maintain dilapidated ones. 

6. It is not enough to build the classrooms. The possession of the physical resources is not 
but the operation and maintenance on the part of the head teacher is crucial. In the day to 
running of the plant, the major objectives should be to keep it safe and in readiness 
teaching and learning with regards to maintenance. 

7. The successful marriage between education and library cannot be divorced. Library should I 
accorded its pride of place in the scheme of things. It should be mandatory for establishment 
of functional library in each public and private primary school. As a follow up, those 
position of authority should utilize the money provided by government for library expenses 
instead of diverting it into their own pockets. 

8. Proper record books or inventory should be kept by the head - teachers. This is important 
when one realizes that such information will help during budgeting for maintenance. 

9. Workshop should be organized for school heads and staffs on the need to cultivate 
maintenance culture so that the few available physical resources can be well cared for and so 
remain functional. There is also the need to educate school owners on the need for provision:-a 
of school facilities. 

10. It is also advisable that government schools should provide good models of stimulating 
environment for the private school owners to emulate. The governments, both at the national 

 
 
 



and state levels, should be the first source of inspiration and leadership to provide the best 
in schools. 

Conclusion 
The inadequacies and poor physical facilities in the private and public primary schools 

cannot be brushed aside if qualitative education must be achieved. To succeed, there is the need for 
solid foundation at the primary level. This paper has therefore made some suggestions for 
improvement. 
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